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James Gore’s Plan & Vision
for Sonoma County

A Fresh Perspective,
Real Leadership

Dear Neighbor,
As proud Sonoma County residents, we all share the vision
of a beautiful future for this County and our Fourth District
community. For me, that vision comes from growing up
in Cloverdale, Healdsburg and Santa Rosa. I think about
learning how to swim in the Russian River; fishing out in
Bodega Bay; learning the value of hard work from a father
who started a successful small business; and a mom who
raised us the right way: outside, smiling and happy.
As I grew older, I had an opportunity to do what every kid
from Sonoma County should be able to do: go to college,
serve our country, meet a life partner, have a child, and
come back home to raise that family in the most beautiful
place in the world – here in Sonoma County.
Through these pages, I hope you will learn more about
me and my plan and vision for Sonoma County. I am
committed to working hard for your interests and hope to
earn your vote in this election.
Should you have any questions, concerns or ideas you’d
like to share, please feel free to call me on my cell phone at
(707) 888-4204 or email me at james@votegore.com. You
can also learn more about me, my background, professional
experience and positions on important issues by visiting my
website at www.votegore.com.
Thank you.

- James

www.votegore.com

Guiding Principles

Over the past several months, I have been working hard to hear your
voice – walking door-to-door, calling voters, hosting neighborhood meetand-greets, and getting a chance to meet voters across our Fourth District
community.
At the beginning of this process, my wife Elizabeth and I committed that
if we were to run for this office, we would do it in the right way:
First, by earning every inch of this campaign on the ground, through a
true grassroots push that shows to you, my future bosses, that as your
representative to the county, I will come to you to get my marching orders
rather than wait for you to come to me.
Second, by acting with authenticity and Integrity.
I am proud to say that I am the only candidate who has publicly
denounced the requests from Special Interest Groups to sign “Pledges.”
If you’re not aware of this practice, you should be. In my opinion, any
candidate who signs a pledge is, in effect, pre-committing to vote on
something in the future without knowledge of the facts that should dictate
such a decision.
Third, by bringing people together to create a ‘we’ campaign instead of a
‘me’ campaign.
If you have a moment, take a look at our endorsements from around the
4th District. We have more 4th District City Council Members endorsing
us than all of the other candidates combined. They come from Cloverdale,
Healdsburg, Windsor, and Santa Rosa. We are also the only campaign
that has endorsements from individuals and groups that represent
the diversity and breadth of our community. From Conservation and
Agriculture. From Business and Labor. From all walks of life, background,
and ideology.
In the following pages, I
hope you’ll learn more about
my plan to create jobs, protect
our water resources, reform
pensions and fix our roads,
keep our community safe and
strengthen our schools and
education system.

James Gore’s 5 Point Plan
1. Creating Jobs
2. Protecting Our Water Resources
3. Reforming Pensions & Fixing Our Roads
4. Keeping Our Community Safe
5. Strengthening Our Schools

Creating Jobs

James Gore is committed to creating a strong,
diversified economy built on quality, good-paying
jobs and a strong business base. James has extensive experience in the business community. As
the Vice President of a successful company, he
represented California agriculture on international trade and affairs while gaining extensive
experience managing staff and budgets.
Today, James owns and operates a small business
as a consultant for agriculture, natural resource
management and economic prosperity in rural
communities. He knows we must promote economic growth by balancing environmental protection with long-range planning to develop programs and incentives that create jobs, strengthen
our economy and attract businesses to our area.

On the Board of Supervisors, James Gore will work towards:

1. Increasing Transparency & Improving Operational Efficiencies at
Sonoma County’s Permit and Resource Management Department
(PRMD)
2. Streamlining Permits
3. Leveraging Funding for County public works projects
4. Hiring Locally
5. Supporting Public-Private Partnerships
a. Promoting innovative local start-up companies
b. Retaining existing local businesses
c. Recruiting companies that can add to the diverse regional economy here in Sonoma County
James Gore’s plan to stimulate our economy and create jobs will benefit
local residents while increasing public revenues that can be used to reinvest in our roads, schools, parks and other essential services.
“James Gore has proven his commitment to our
community, leading conservation efforts along the
Russian River and around our region. James is a firm
believer you cannot have a healthy economy without
having strong, vibrant businesses. James will work hard
for our interests throughout our community. Please, join
me in supporting James Gore for Supervisor.”
- Linda Chavez, Small Business Owner and Healdsburg Resident

“James understands that the economic vitality of
our region is the foundation of the great quality of
life we enjoy in Sonoma County. His collaborative
leadership style is exactly what we need to continue
strengthening our economy and encouraging
business development in Sonoma County. Please
join me – vote James Gore for Supervisor.”
- Will Seppi, Owner, Costeaux French Bakery

Agriculture, business and trade groups
support James Gore for Supervisor:

Sonoma County Alliance
Sonoma County Farm Bureau
North Bay Leadership Council
North Bay Association of Realtors (NorBAR)
North Coast Builders Exchange
Northern California Engineering Contractors Association
Santa Rosa Chamber of Commerce
~Partial List~

Protecting Our Water Resources

James Gore is committed to developing long-term water plans for our
communities to ensure water reliability for our people, our natural
ecosystem, our agriculture, and our businesses. As the Assistant Chief
of the Natural Resources Conservation Service at the U.S. Department
of Agriculture, James led efforts to protect our water resources, a
commitment he will continue on the Board of Supervisors by investing
heavily in the following activities:

1. Improving operation of the Russian River System.
2. Conservation.
3. Recycling.
4. Increasing water recharge and improving water storage.

“James Gore has been a true leader in water policy
and conservation, securing millions of dollars to
protect the Russian River watershed, our precious
water resources and the fish and wildlife that depend
on them. He understands the seriousness of this
year’s drought and is committed to working with
stakeholders at the local, state and federal level to
develop sustainable solutions that will help protect our surface water
and groundwater supplies for years to come.”

- Karen Gaffney, Ecologist, Watershed Planner and
Healdsburg Resident

“I’ve known James Gore his entire life and am
supporting his candidacy for Supervisor because
he has unmatched experience in water policy,
conservation and delivery through his work in the
Peace Corps and USDA. He’s committed to leveraging
resources at a local and national level to address this
year’s drought while looking at long-term solutions to
ensure we have a viable water supply for years to come. Join me – vote
James Gore for Supervisor.”

- Harry Bosworth, Geyserville Resident and Owner, Geyserville Water
Works and Bosworth & Son General Merchandise

Reforming Pensions
& Fixing Our Roads

James Gore will collaborate with public employee groups and the
Board of Supervisors to continue addressing the issue of pension
reform. The County has already made great strides to reduce
unfunded pension liabilities, but more work lies ahead.
While James served as a presidential appointee at the U.S.
Department of Agriculture, he interacted with public employee
groups on a regular basis, leading labor management forums
and engaging with public employee groups. James will apply his
experience interacting with employee groups to ensure a balanced
solution that sustains our County’s workforce while providing
additional resources for our transportation network.
Roads and streets serve as the backbone of our transportation
infrastructure. While the completion of the Highway 101
Widening Project and SMART Train will provide relief for
commuters travelling longer distances, our roads are the
foundation for travelling within our community, whether you’re
walking, biking or driving. James knows that poor road conditions
are all too prevalent in the Fourth District and will ensure we
rebuild and maintain more of our County’s roads.

“James Gore knows that investing in better
roads depend on a better economy. On the
Board of Supervisors, I know James will lead our
County towards a brighter fiscal future, facilitating
investments in our transportation infrastructure for
years to come. Please join me – support James
Gore for Supervisor.”

- Chris Snyder, District Representative,
Operating Engineers Local Union No. 3

Joe PaLLa

Leading CLoverdaLe with integrity and PurPose

“James Gore will be a leader on the Board of
Supervisors for the many issues facing our community.
I believe James will work hard to protect the safety
of our community while providing needed community
services that enhance the quality of life for all those
living in Sonoma County. Please join me, along with
residents across our community, in supporting James
re-eLeCt Joe PaLLa to the CLoverdaLe City CounCiL
Gore for Supervisor.”
Joe Palla has a plan for Cloverdale. He’s determined to maintain its unique character and sense of community while
preparing our city for the future. Joe is working hard to promote economic development, create jobs and provide the
resources we need to have strong community services. He and his family are deeply involved in the Cloverdale community
and they are committed to its successful.

As former Police Chief of Cloverdale and a 33 year veteran of law enforcement, Joe Palla understands what it takes to make
local government work effectively. Joe is dedicated to operating an efficient and responsive city government, which he has
proven during the past four years on the Cloverdale City Council.
During his time on the City Council, Joe has been open, accessible and responsive to the needs of Cloverdale residents.
Here are some examples of Joe’s accomplishments:

• Developing economic strategies and goals through programs like the Economic Development Short Term Task Force to
ensure Cloverdale stays on a path to fiscal stability.

• Building a strong partnership with Cloverdale Unified School District resulting in positive community collaborations, such as
the recent upgrade of 5 Tennis Courts at Cloverdale High School, which are now available for public use.
• Streamlining city government to operate more efficiently.

• Increasing enforcement of nuisance code violations, including graffiti abatement and abandoned property maintenance.
• Working towards a plan that would make the Airport financially self-sustained.
• Launching the first annual free summer Movie Nights Downtown.

- J oe Palla, Council Member, City of Cloverdale and Former Police
Chief of Cloverdale and Healdsburg

Keeping Our
Community Safe
James Gore is committed to strong
public safety services. He understands
that investing in law enforcement
and fire protection is of the utmost
importance to keep our community safe
and ensure law enforcement personnel
are equipped with the resources needed
to effectively do their jobs.
James is also committed to increasing
transparency and accountability in the
law enforcement community.

Endorsed by
the Santa Rosa
Firefighters Association
“I know firefighters can count on James Gore and his
commitment to keep our community safe. James will
work to protect our community through collaboration
with local firefighters across Sonoma County. Please
join me - support James Gore for Supervisor.”

- Tim Aboudara, Santa Rosa Firefighters Association

Strengthening Our Schools

James Gore understands that education is an investment in our
children and our future. He knows that a quality education not only
helps ensure our children’s success, but also lays the foundation for
future economic development in our area as today’s youth bring
their job skills back home to Sonoma County after college.
James is a graduate of public schools right here in the Fourth District
and is committed to a healthy community built on education, health
and social programs that support children and families.
On the Board of Supervisors, he will be a major proponent of
upstream investments including Cradle to Career and Career
Technical Education (CTE) that link education to career readiness
and employment opportunities. He will work with educators and
students to foster creativity, innovation, communication, critical
thinking and problem solving skills that will provide our students
with the framework needed to succeed in college and the workplace.

“I support James Gore for Supervisor for many
reasons. As an educator, I am impressed with
his lifelong support of public education. He has
firsthand knowledge of schools in the Fourth
District having gone through school here. He is
recognized by local educators as a natural leader
with the skills to strengthen support of our schools
by linking education to early childhood health programs, career
readiness, and local job opportunities. Please join me and countless
teachers in the Fourth District - vote James Gore for Supervisor.”

- Kathy Birdsong, Retired Teacher and Healdsburg Resident

“James Gore attended public schools right here
in the 4th District and knows that the success
of our children depends on top-notch schools
and educational programs such as Cradle to
Career and upstream educational initiatives.
A vote for James Gore is a vote for top-notch
schools and educational programs – please join
me in supporting his candidacy to the Sonoma County Board of
Supervisors.”

- Lisa Wittke Schaffner, Former Mayor of Healdsburg, Mom and Area
4 Trustee, Sonoma County Board of Education
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“As one of the leading Supervisors who worked tirelessly
towards pension reform and infrastructure investments, there
is no doubt that James Gore will be an effective partner in
continuing efforts to rein in pension costs and invest in our
roads and streets. James Gore is the candidate I want to
work with on the Board of Supervisors to continue advancing
these efforts in a collaborative, meaningful way. There is no
better candidate in this race to help us achieve our goals.
Please join me – support James Gore for Supervisor.”
- David Rabbitt, Chairman, Sonoma County Board of Supervisors and
Committee Member, Long Term Roads Plan Ad-Hoc Committee
Join Us – Vote James Gore for Supervisor!

Sonoma County Farm Bureau
Sonoma County Alliance
North Bay Leadership Council
North Bay Association of Realtors (NorBAR)
North Coast Builders Exchange
Northern California Engineering
Contractors Association
Operating Engineers Local Union No. 3
Santa Rosa Firefighters Association
Santa Rosa Chamber of Commerce
Sonoma County Supervisor David Rabbitt
Cloverdale City Council Member Joe Palla
Cloverdale City Council Member
Mary Ann Brigham
Healdsburg Vice Mayor Shaun McCaffery
Healdsburg City Council Member
Tom Chambers
Santa Rosa Mayor Scott Bartley
Santa Rosa City Council Member
Ernesto Olivares

Windsor Mayor Bruce Okrepkie
Windsor Vice Mayor Steve Allen
Windsor Town Council Member
Robin Goble
Sonoma County Board of Education
Trustee and Former Healdsburg
Mayor Lisa Wittke Schaffner
Former Sonoma County Supervisor
Valerie Brown
Former Sonoma County Supervisor
Tim Smith
Former Healdsburg Mayor Carla Howell
Former Healdsburg Mayor Eric Ziedrich
Former Santa Rosa Mayor Sharon Wright
Former Santa Rosa Mayor Janet Condron
Former Windsor Mayor
Julie Adamson Galvez
Former Windsor Mayor Steve Scott
Former Windsor Mayor Marjorie Smith
Former Windsor Mayor Warin Parker
~Partial List~

